
The Nominative
Use the nominative for the subject that is doing the action.

Der Mann arbeitet in der Schule. (The man works in the school.)

Notice that the verb will always reveal the subject.

arbeitet → 3rd person singular (er, sie, es) → der Mann (er) 
Er arbeitet in der Schule. (He works in the school.)

It's all about using the right articles and endings.

masculine → der Mann (the man)
feminine → die Frau (the woman)
neuter → das Kind (the child)
plural → die Kinder (the children)

We will ask for the subject Wer? (Who?)

Wer arbeitet in der Schule? (Who works in the school?)

Der Mann arbeitet in der Schule. (The man works in the school.)
Die Frau arbeitet in der Schule. (The woman works in the school.)
Das Kind arbeitet in der Schule. (The child works in the school.)
Die Kinder arbeiten in der Schule. (The children work in the school.)

Nominative m. f. n. pl.
Direct article der die das die
Indirect article ein_ eine ein_
Possessive article mein_ meine mein_ meine

Nominative
Pers. Pron.

ich du er sie es wir ihr sie/Sie

Notice that the m./n. possessive/indirect articles don't take endings.
ein_/mein_ Mann 
ein_/mein_ Kind
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There are a few verbs that can take a nominative object: sein (to be), werden (to  
become), bleiben (to stay), heißen (to be called)

Mein  Mann ist der Hausmeister. (My husband is the maintenance man.)
Die Frau wird die Ärztin in diesem Krankenhaus. (The woman becomes the  
doctor in this hospital.)
Das Kind bleibt der kleine Junge. (The kid stays the little boy.)
Die Katze heisst Garfield. (The cat is called Garfield.)
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